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Worſhip of God, The Glory of him that 
| is Worſhipped, and the Benefit of the 
Worſhippers. And theſe two are fo infeparably 
united, that St. Auguſtine * Sa 
reduceth both to one, afſu- ,, ts hs 
ring, us that all the advan- in! prodeſſe non Deo. 
tige accrues to us. But whe- po oO 
ther we look on them ſingle 
or conjoyned, no part of Divine Worſhip doth 
much expreſs and advance God's glory, nor 
ſo dire&ly tend to Man's good as Publick 
Prayer ; in which we make the moſt univerſal 
flemn acknowledgments of our Obligations 
unto, and Dependence upon, the Supreme 
Lord of all the World ; and by which all the 
krvants of God in all times, places and cir- 
eumſtances, do with one heart and voice, by 
A 2 common 
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4. A Diſcouſe concerning the daily 


b Publica eſt nobis (oy 
Communis Oratio, (9 


common conſent » reveg[ 
their wants, and obtain ſup- 


plies for them. So that we 

may call this the Life aud 
Soul of Religion, the Anima 
 Mundali, that univerſal Soul 
which quickens, unites and moves the whole 
Chriſtian World. Nor is the caſe of a private 
man more deſperate; "when he breaths no more 
in ſecret Prayer, than the conditipn of a Church 
is, where publick Devotions ceaſe. St. Hie- 


quando oramm , nom pro 
una, ſed pro toto populo 0- 
ramus; quia totus popu- 
bus wnum ſumus. Cyprian. 


rome out of Fippolytus puts the ceſlation of 
Liturgy as a principal ſign of the coming of 


” \Hieron. Com. in 
Dan. 

d Gen. iv. 26. Chal. 
Par. Tunc profant ſuerunt 
homines ut non orarent 7n 
nomine Domini. 
Ven, 


© Pfl. xiv. 4. & 


Edit. 


Antichriſg e. 


And nothing 
more clearly ſhews a pro- 
fane Generation, * the very 
title of wicked men in Scti- 
Pture © being that zhey cal þ 
not upon God. *Tis well if 


any of us can excuſe our 
ſelves; but the general neg: 
left of daily Prayers * by 
Miniſters . ( who are both 
deſirous and bound to per- 
form them) doth too ſadly teſtifie they arc 
tired out with the peoples conſtant abſence, 
and altogether witneſſeth an Univerſal decay 
of true Piety.. Perhaps the diſhonour that is 
caff npon God and Religion' will not move 


theſe” diſregarders, and negtecters, ſince 
ive 


1111. 4+ 


* In the Rubrick be- 
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live ſo that a ſtranger could not imagine they 
had any God at all. But I hope they have 
yet ſo-much Charity for their own Perſons, 
that it may ſtartle them to conſider what mil- 
chiefs are hereby brought upon their own 
ſelves as well as others. Wherefore let them 
2k the cauſe of all that Azheiſm and Profane- 
wſs, Luxary and Oppreſſion, Lying and Decei- 
ving, Malice and Bitterneſs that is broke in 
upon. us, to the torment and diſquiet of the 
whole World. Let them ask why they plague 
others with their ſins, and others requite them 
again? and it will appear that all this is come 
upon us becauſe we torget God and Heaven, 
Death and Fudgment , which daily Prayers 
would mind us of. Our Souls are fixed to the 
Earth, becauſe we lift them not up to Zeaver. 
We have neither Grace to doe good, nor reſiſt 
ſin, becauſe we never ask it ; and we can have 
3 little hopes of Glory as we . have ſigns of 
Grace, becauſe we do not prepare. for it. But 
if theſe Evils be too thin and ſpiritual, let it be 
enquired whence our national and perſonal Ca- 
lamities proceed, Epidemical Diſeaſes, Wars and 
Peſtilences 2 Whence comes the multiplication 
of Hereſies, the prevalency and. pride of the 
Enemies of the true Religion? - The Jews will 
tell you, Facob's Voice in the # Omni tempore quo Fas 


Syn; SE”  cobi vox eft in Synagogin, 
ynagogue 5 keeps off Z- ©" I — 


ſa's Hands from the People. Proy. Rab. £3b. Mwjar. 
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6 A Diſcourſe concerning the daily 
We have diſreſpe&ted and flighted God and his 
Worſhip, and he may juſtly put us out of his 
' Prote&ion : If he meet us not in ar Houſe, 
FEIe he may go away * diſplez. 
| gd fr pſa of ſed ; and then we lie —_ to 
wentus eft, abiit iratns, 11] evil when our defence is 

ut Iſa. go. 2. Buxtorf. | 

 Smex Rb. departed from us ; and they 
EEE; that provoke him fo to doe, 
are enemies to themſelves, and to the Church 
and State where they live, indeed the worſt 
1: peiſovis incalit c5v3. Of Neighbours *. But not- 
Os, pulling 'H- wibiigndiog all this ; while 
y + rope lee ſober and devout Men la 
R. Nath. de /atr. . ment this Epidemical in: 
| \ quity, and groan under the 
fad effeAs thereof, paſſionately wiſhing a ſpee 
dy remely ;. the Offenders grow bold by thei 
numbers, and -hardened by this evil cuſton, | 
till they now deſpiſe a reproof, and deny thi 
Negligence to be a ſin,. becauſe they have 
- >"; to amend it. But theſe are of two 
$. 


* 
v $6 © 


I. Thofe that make their buſineſs their Apo 
logy, and ſuppoſe it is unreaſonable to expect 
them every day at Common-Prayer, and judge 
_ it ſufficient to fay they cannot come. i 
---2. Thoſe which have learned to deſpiſe o Wto 
hate the Prayers of the Church, and to fcom Wk 
that which-their Fore-fathers (generally better 
than they) 'did heartily ſerve God by ; who 
Ry | account 
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is Wl zccount it their Vertue to abſtain from them, 
is WM abd having ſufficiently undervalued theie De- 
, Ml rotions ſtampr by publick Authority, imagine 
2- Wl they may fay innocently enough, they will 
to Ml not come; and if to diſparage the Rule did 
is Ml take off our Obligation to walk by it, then 
ty WM theſe Scorners were the leaſt of finners. But 
x, Ml neither the excuſes of the one ſhall cover his 
ch MW Covetouſneſs and Irreligion, nor the confi- 
rſt Ml dence of the other ſhelter his Pride at the laſt 
t- Wl 20d dreadfull day. So that I ſuppoſe it may be 
ik Ws friendly office, and will be fo accepted, to 
la- MI varn all ſuch of the unſafe grounds they relie 


n- MWupon, in their forbearing publick Prayers. 
he i And this 1 ſhall doe by repreſenting with all 
e- WM Moderation, x. The reaſonableneſs of our be- 
cir Ming preſent at daily Prayers, to thoſe who ſay 
ne, they cannot. 2. The Excellency of the Litur- 
his Mey, to thoſe who fay they will not come. And 
ve MWihis I am obliged to doe, to ſmooth the way to 
wo the Temple : For in vain do we ſhew how men 
may be devout there, if they excuſe or deny 
po- Meowing thither. And we muſt not ſo confine 
et Wour Charity to theſe within the Walls, as to 


lorget thoſe without. We love the one beſt, 
but we muſt pity the other alf9, and endeavour 
[todeliver their Souls from living in a conſiant 
vn, which they miſcall Innocence. IT know I 
poſe a Torrent ; but as long as Men have 


tafon, I ſhall hope ſuch as will conſider may 
| A4 either 
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b- 8 A Diſcourſe concerning the daily 
either be convinced, or rendred more mode. 
rate;\i However this will confirm thoſe thy 
are .of the true Church, and-it 1s ſomething 
with me to ſerve ſuch. 
1. We ſhall demonſtrate the. reaſonalleneſ 
of the daily attendance on publick Prayers, 
and that principally from the univerſal Rex- 
ſon of all the World, and the concurrent 
« Non etenim penitus PEactICe and conſent * of all 
vana, eft ſententia multi Mankind, which agrees 1n 
Quam celebrant— this, that whereſoever they 
own a God true or falſe, they daily per- 
form ſome Worſhip to him! 
The very Heathens, beſide 
their private Requeſts and Vows, made parti 
cular Addreſſes to their 
ons , Cor mien incl Temples ® in all their great W 
Yue” Os air aF CONCErnS® and yet abſtained (W 
xgAF57. Plato in Timzo: not from the daily Sacrifices, 
Rod aloe. " 7 nor from the frequent Feſtt 
priies aſcenſo Capitolio De- vals of their numerous Dei- | 
"Sr veneratus oft ties; in Lgypt (as Porphyry 
relates) they praiſed ther 
Gods with Hymns three or four times every 
© L. de abflin.q, $8, Way * The Turks are called 
_ to their Houſes of Prayer 
five times every day, and fix times_upon tht 
Fridays ; and he that notoriouſly abſents him- 
ſelf, is puniſhed with diſgrace and hath a Fine 
ſet upon him. And if our Saviour think it rev 
ſonabk 


_ 1 Micah iv. v. 5. 


© frequenting the Common Prayer. 9 
' onable we ſhould doe ſome- » warth. v. v. 47. 


thing more'?, how dare we - Ti awry; 

call it unreaſonable, when we are not injoined 
to doe ſo much as they > But to go on, who 
knows not that the Fews had ſer hours of Pray- 
ers, when all devout people (even Chri/f's A- 
poſiles 4) went to the Tem- , v7 

ple or Synagogues to offer 

up publick Supplications? And theſe hours are 
obſerved among them exactly to this very day. 


One inſtance of their tricneſs in this Particu- 


lar we learn from the 7almad ; where it ap- 
pears that becauſe of the diſtance of the Tem- 
ple, and the impoſſibility of attendance on. the 
daily Sacrifice, thoſe who could not come hi- 
red certain Devout Men who were called [v:- 


_ ri ſtationis] the men of appearance, to preſent 
' themſelves daily there, and ,,-,, -.9 74. 


put up Petitions for them *. naivr. & ap. Perrime 
And the Phariſces not onely Cinewm  &. Public 
obſerved the uſual hours of 

Prayer, but doubled them, and zealouſly kept 


them all. Now Jeſus tells us, our righteoul- 


neſs muſt exceed theirs, if ever we hope to 
enter into his Kingdom® cla, , 
Which Precept of his, ſome 
of us could almoſt afford to call an intolerable 
burthen, for we call a ſmaller matter by a 
worſe Name. To paſs then to the Chriſtian 
Church. We have an expreſs Command, to 
, | pray 


10 A Diſcourſe concerning the daily 
© 1 Thefl; v, v. 39, Pray Without ceaſing *, that 
Gr. dHaxciafes ſe. m IS Without omitting the ſet 
ww INT times which every day re 
Avguft. turn, and ought to be oþ- 
ſerved. 
In obedience hereunto the Church in the 
Apoſtles time, met at daily 
” AQs Ii. 46, Prayers »; and fo did the 
-* pijnkitte prick Primitive Chriſtians tor ma- 
frequenter decenttrque in- NY Apes after x, who had 
rerdin noftique inſiftunt, their Liturgy, Euchariſt and 
Orig. in Cell. /. 6. BY \ in the nioh 
7ymns, even in the night 
when perſecution prevented them in the day. 
And ſurely their zeal and fervour is a huge re- 
proach to our ſloth, who yet call our ſelves of 
the ſame Religion, and are ſo far from ventu- 
ring lives and eſtates to enjoy opportunities of 
Devotions ; that we will not leave our ſhop 
nor our company, nay, our very idleneſs halt. 
- an hour, for a freer and more eafie Worſhip 
than they could enjoy. Surely we are as un- 
like them in Practice as we are hke in Name 
and Proteflion. Twice a day was not enough 
for them, wherefore they appointed (in the 
days of Martyrdom) three ſet times in every 
day for Prayer ; Nine, Twelve and Three in 


7 In orationjbus cele- the Afternoon ”, and punCtu- 
brandis invenimus obſer- | 
vaſſe horam tertiam, ſextam (F nonam, ſacramento ſcil. Trinitatis, 
D. Cypr. de Orat. Dom. Tivss Seas raxlas Smyiuumy wy 
&@s Teirlw gps i $x7hWwy 1 vIdTlu Clem. Alex. Strom. |. 7. 


ally 


frequenting the Common Prayer, nx 


ally obſerved them. Afterwards in more quiet 
times it was wonderfull to behold the orderly 
performance of Morning and _ 

Evening Prayer * in huge * 17 i2zav of wb 
Aſſemblies of Men and Wo- Es A 
men *, who failed not of 7 5 =exi. Chryſ. in 


: 1 Tim. cap. 2. 
their conſtant attendance. * * cyufvir eras vir 


Theſe are the Men and ac femine, totis anims 


Ra uribus hilarique mente 
Times whoſe Principles we ,,..© & gratias agen- 


are reformed + Fro I with & Deum bmorum axte- 
that corrupted Church who 757 v1074tenmer. Eule 

forced us — a Separation, _— CO 

do not prove more conformable to the out- 
ward part of their Practice in a due obſervance 
of publick Prayer, than we who have more 
Knowledge, better Prayers, fewer Excuſes, 
and yet leſs Devotion. Wherefore let us no 
more complain of our own Church for expec- 
ting us at daily Prayers. Let us rather chal- 
lenge all Nations and People for fools, and de- 
clare it unreaſonable that we ſhould have any 
God at all, or let him have any of our time, 
though he give us all we have. Let us tell 
the World, we are ſelf-ſufficient for the Con- 
du& and Defence of our ſelves and our Afﬀairs, 
and then we ſhall diſcover our ſelves what we 
are : We muſt not feign our ſelves too buſie ; 
for we do lay aſide our buſineſs daily, for 
cauſes leſs weighty, and advantages more in- 
conſiderable. If Vanity or Luſt, Sathan or his 


12 A Diſcourſe concerning the daily 
Emiſlaries call, we can find Leiſure ; and why 
not when God calls ? unleſs we think all that 
time loſt which is ſpent upon his fervice, or 
23S if we needed not his bleſſing. In ſhort, if 
'unayoidable buſineſs did hinder us and nothing 
elſe, many men might come always, and all 
fometimes, and every day an hundred for one 
that now comes. Wherefore it is Sloth and 
Covetouſneſs, or Atheiſm and Irreligion keeps 
us away. And if fo, what ſignifie thoſe pre- 
tences of praying at home (which ought to 
be done too?) Verily no more than thoſe of 
the idle School-boy who ſeeks a Corner, not 
to tearn but play in withour diſturbance. And 
truly it is to be doubted that conſtant neglec- 
_ ters 'of Publick Prayers, uſe feldom and flight 
Devotions in' Private, for they may make the 
\ fame Objections againſt them. Finally, There- 
fore do but remember the reaſonableneſs of this 
15:to be tried at a higher Tribunal, and come 
as often as God can 1n reaſon expect to meet 
you there, and-I ſhall ask no more. 

2. To the reaſonableneſs of the Churches 
Tnjunftion we may add, the exce/ency of that 
Proviſion which is made for you, which ought f 
to invite you to'come, and will be an Agera- F 
vation of your negle&t. But here I muſt not FW, 
expatiate into the particular Encomium which th 
every part of the Liturgy deſerves. That ſW;; 
would make the Porch larger than the my y 
| an C 


<—_ dnt fu, 9 fn www co e+e . i... ... 


my 


. frequenting the Common Prayer. 13 


{4nd may better be ſeen in the following Dif- 
courſe : Onely at preſent we may fay this of 
it ici general, that though all Churches in the 
World have and ever hid Forms of Prayer, 
yet. none was ever bleſſed with ſo compre- 
henſive, ſo exaCt, and ſo inoftenſive a Com- 
poſure ; Which is ſo jadiciouſly contrived that 
the wiſe} may exerciſe at once their Knows- 
kdge and Devotion; and yet ſo plazr, that 
the moſ# ignorant may pray with Underſtan- 
ding : So fa/l/, that nothing 1s omitted that is 
fit to be asked in publick ; and fo particular, 
that it compriſes moſt things which we would 
pray for in private ; and yet fo ſhort, as not 
to tire any that have true Devotion. Its 
| DoFrine 1s pure and Primitive; its Ceremonies 
fofew and Innocent that moſt of the Chriſtian 
World agree in them; its Method is exact and 
natural ; its Language is ſignificant and perſpi- 
cuous, moſt of the Words and Phraſes being ta- 
ken out of Holy Scripture, and the reſt are the 
expreſſions of the firſt and beſt Ages : ſo that 
whoever takes exceptions at theſe muſt quar- 
rel with the Language of the Holy Ghoſt, or 
all out with the Church in. her greateſt In- 
nocence. Indeed, the greateſt part of theſe 
Prayers are Primitive, or a ſecond Edition of 
the moſt ancient Liturgies of the Eaſtern and 
Weſtern Churches correted and amended. 
And in the opinion of the moſt impartial w 
BE excels 
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» [Certum mih! eſt 
AtdJegtar Anglicanam, 
Stem morem imponend? 
manus adeleſcentibus in 


_ - memoriam baptiſmi, Au-- 


zoritatem Epiſcoporum , 
Presbyteria ex ſolis pa- 
floribus compoſita, mul- 
_ rdque. alia ejuſmodi ſatis 
congruere inftitutzs vetu- 
Altaris Eccleſie : 2 qui- 
bu in Gallia & Belgio 
_ veceſſum negare non poſ- 


excellent Grotius a, ( who 
was no Member of, nor 
had any Obligation to this 
Church) the Ezgliſh Litur- 
gy comes fo near that Pat- 
tern, that none of the Re- 
formed Churches can com- 
pare with it. And if any 
thing External be needfull 


ſures. Grot. Epift. ad to recommend that which 
| Boer. 1s fo glorious within : We 
may add, That the Compoſers were all men of 
great Picty and Learning : For they were all 
ether Martyrs or Confeſſturs upon the Reſtitu- 
tion of Popery, which as it declares their Pic- 


ty, ſo the Judicious Digeſting of theſe Prayers 
doth evidence their Learning ; for therein a 
Scholar can diſcern cloſe Logick , pleaſing 
Rhetorick, pure Divinity, and the very Mar- 
row of all the Ancient DoQtrine and Diſcipline; 
and yet all made fo familiar, that the unlear- 


ned may ſafely ſay, Amen. 
| | Laſtly, all theſe Excellencies 
have obtained that univerſal Reputation which 
theſe Prayers enjoy in all the World, ſo that 
they are deſervedly admired by the Eaſtern 
Churches, and had in great eſteem by the moſt 
eminentProteſtants<beyond 
the Seas (the moſt impartial 
Judges.) In fine, this Zzturgy 
"=D Rs. 


b x Cor. XIv. 16, 


< See D. Durel bis 
defence of the Liturgy. 
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is honoured by all but the Romani/?, whoſe in- 
tereſt it oppoſeth, and ſome Diſſenters, whoſe 
prejudices will not let them fee its luſtre ; 


whence it is they call that (which Papiſts hate 
becauſe it 1s Proteſtant) Superſtitious and Po- 


piſh, and though they count it Rowar, condemn 
it without a hearing. But when we remem- 


ber, the beſt things in a bad world have moſt 


Enemies (as it doth not leſſen its worth, ſo) it 
muſt not abate our eſteem that it hath maliti- 
ous or miſguided Adverſaries ; who for all 
this hold the Concluſion, and obſtinately re- 
ſolve they will not come. 

"How endleſs and unprofitable it is to diſ- 
pute with theſe, the little ſucceſs of the beſt 
arguments managed by the wiſeſt Men dotoo 


| fadly teſtifie. Wherefore I ſhall decline that, 


and attempt to convince the Enemies, by affi- 
ſting the Friends of our Church-Devotions. 
Ind by drawing that veil which the ignorance 
and indevotion of ſome, and the paſſion and 
prejudice of others have caſt over them, TI ſhall 
repreſent the LZzturgy in its true and native 
uſtre, which is ſo lovely and raviſhing, that, 
like the pureſt Beanties, it needs no ſupple» 
ment of Art and Dreſſing, but conquers by its 
own attractives, and wins the afieCtions of all 
but thoſe that do not ſee it RES 
clearly 4. This will be fuffi- ny, © 990m 

cient, Tam ſure, to ſhew that 


who» 
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* 16 A Diſcourſe concerning the daily 
whoever deſires no more than to worſhip God 
with zeal and knowledge, ſpirit and truth, pu- 
rity and, ſincerity, may doe it by theſe devout 
Forms ; ſo that I ſhould have concluded here 
my. Preface (when I had given a more parti- 
cular account of this undertaking) but that 1 
muſt firſt examine an ObjeCtion or two, which 
are like a skin over the eyes of ſome, and be 
the Picture never fo full of Graces, will ſpoil 
the Proſpe@, if they be not removed. 


Object. x. 7? is ſaid to be a Form, and there- 
' - fore a hindrance to zealous praying by the 
SP2zr it. 

Fr/w. Whoever adorn this ObjeCtion, and 
affirms we cannot pray by the Spirit in the 
words of a Form, muſt beware his ignorance 
betray him not into a dangerous uncharitable- 
neſs, and perhaps blaſphemy. For the Saints 
of the 01d Teſtament * pray- 


; © Num. vi. 23. Deut, 


xxyi. 3+ Ezraxi.s, ed by Forms, and ſo did 


Sy IX. I. Chriſt himſelf in the Newt, 
S665 comtrannogs © taught his Apoſtle 
2 Form to pray by, and dare any ſay they pray- 
ed not: by the Spirit > . Have not all Churches 
fince:the Apoſtles times to our days had their 


Forms of Prayer ? ' And did not the devouteſt 


mer of all Ages compoſe and uſe ſuch ? Was 
ever Extempore Prayer heard of'in Publick 


(till of late) unleſs on ſpecial occaſions; and do 
we 


GY 'Y Re IEEE. « 
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we think no Church nor no Perſons prayed 
by the Spirit till now 2 To come nearer ſtill : 
Have not France and Geneva their Forms 2 
And did not learned Catuin (and the beſt re. 
formed Divines) uſe a Form before their Ser- 
mons ? And is not an unſtudied Prayer a Form 


Speaker's words? And will you ſay theſe all 
pray without the Spirit of God 2 But ſure we 
hug the Phraſe of Praying by the Spirit, not 
attending the Senſe. For the meaning doubt- 
leſs is, to -be fo aſfliſted by the Holy Ghoſt, 
that (our Thoughts being compoſed, and our 
Souls calmed, and our Hearts deeply afteed 
| [@ vith our Wants, and the Divine All-ſufficien- 
 W<35) we can pray with a ftrong Faith, and a 
[MW frvent Love: When we are fo intent upon 
. MWour Requeſts chat we duly weigh them, and 
; {Wpurſue every Petition with preſſing Importu- 
. Woity, ardent Deſires, and vigorous Aﬀections, 
| Wis is the Spirit of Prayer. And thus we may 
: Wetter pray by the Spirit in the words of a 
s Worn than we can doe when our Mind is im- 
- Mployed in inventing new expreſſions. For ha- 
5 [MW'ing a Form (which cuſtome hath made fami- 
Ir lar) we have all things ſet down to our Hands 
t Mvhich we or others want ; and we are at 
1s ſWrifure to improve che good Motions of the 
k {pirit ; having no more to doe but to joyn our 
youts and AtieRtions to every Petition, and 

| B follow 


to the People, who are confined totray in the. 
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- out it is moſt impoſſible. To which we {hal 


18 A Diſcourſe concerning the daily 
_ follow. them up to Heaven in moſt paſſionate 
and - zealous wiſhes: that God would grant 
them : Whereas in Extempore Prayer the Peti- 
tions expire into Air in a moment, for neither 
Miniſter nor People knew them before, nor 
can remember them afterwards ; the one be- 
ing buſie ig inventing, the others 1n expecting 
a pleaſing novelty. , And methinks it argues 
more of the Spirit, of God, when we can attend 
the old Prayers with Zeal and Love, than when 
we need Variety and novel Expreſlions, to 
-$krew us up into a Devotion too much like Ar- 
tifice, and ſeeming rather to be moved by the 
- pleaſure of the Fancy than the aCtings of Delite 
We may judge of the effe&ts of God's Spirit ra 
_ ther by diſpoſing our Hearts to joyn 1n a. well 
compoſed Form, than by filling our Heads with 
new Prayers, or opening our Mouths in fiuent 
Expreſlions ; both which may be done without 
the help of the Spirzt, but to be devout with: 


onely add, that many truly good men, and 
ſound Members of. our Church, do daily uk 5 
theſe Prayers. with as much Spirit and Lit, WW # 
with as ſerious and ſincere Deyotion as any i W# 
the World can doe. And this they account 
demonſtration that the Spirit doth aſliſt them 
in this Form. And ſo it may aſſiſt theſe miſts 
ken Perſons if they will lay down their ground 


kſs prejudice, and ſtrive to ferve God thus - 
| we 


— —_—__ 
I Borat 


frequenting the Common Prayer. 15 
well as they can. So would the good Spirit 
affiſt their Prayers, and make up our difleren- 
ces F Bving a S One Mind 8 Quis enim inimicum. 
and” one Spirit, that with adbuc ducere poteſt eu 
one Heart and one Mouth © 4#0 unam ad Deun 


——_ —— 
——_ _- 


e- | 
o I ve might glorifie one God. ——— — 

6 | | 
1d  Phjett. 2. But it is farther urged, ' That theſe 
en Prayers, though good in themſelves, will 


grow flat and nauſeous tVilua ſunt nobts que- 
by daily uſe, and con- popes Vir an 
 » ſequently become an im- quid fpetavimu olm.- 
ie WM © pediment to Devotion, Calphurn. Ecl. 7. 
.8 4/w. We come not to the Houſe of God. 
ll for Recreation, but for a ſupply of our Wants ; 
ith Ml and therefore this might be a better reaſon of 
nt I 20 empty Theatre than a thin Congregation. 
wt MW Ve come to God in Publick, to petition for 
th- I the relief of our own general Neceſlities, arid 
1all M tioſe of rhe whole Church, v3z. for Pardon of 
ind MI 910; Peace of Conſcience, and ſuccours of 
uk Ml Divine Grace, and a Deliverance from Sin 
ife, MW and Sathan, Death and Hell : as alſo for Food 
7 in (40d Raiment, Health and Strength, ProteCti- 
wa 00 and Succeſs in all our concerns ; and more 
xm generally for the Peace of the Kingdom, the 
iſta-ſ© *roſperity of the Church, the Propagation of 
1nd-FW tte Goſpel, and the Succeſs of its Miniſters. 
s 3} Now theſe things are always needfull, and al- 
wel*2ys the ſame, to be prayed for every day 
| ra B 2 alike; 
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20 A Diſcourſe concerning the daily 


alike. Wherefore (unleſs we be ſo vain as to 
fanſie God is delighted with Yarzety and C hange 
as well as we) what need is rhere to alter the 
Phraſe every day, or what efficacy can a new 
Model give to our. old Requeſts > Particular 
- wants and fingle Caſes muſt be ſupplied by the 
Cloſet-devotions, for the Publick whether by 
_ Form or Extempore can never reach all tho, 
which are ſo numerous and variable. Where- 
fore one Form may fit all that ought to be 
asked in the Church ; and why then ſhould 
we deſire a needleſs and infinite Variety and 
Alteration? If we do, it is out of Curioſity, 
not Neceſſity: The poor man is moſt health- | 
full whoſe Labour procures him both Appetite I | 
and Digeſtion, who ſeldom changeth his Dib, Wl 
Yet finds a Reliſh in it, and a new Strength i * 
from it every day : And ſo it is with the o- i * 
ber and induſtrious Chriſtian, who buſying il © 
himſelf in ſerving God, gets daily a new ſenſe if © 
: 
I 


of his Wants, and conſequently a freſh Sto- 
mach to theſe Holy Forms, which are never i 
flat or dull to him that brings new afte&ions to I © 
them every day. It is the Epicure and luxur: 


ous, the crammed lazy Wanton, or the diſes/ G 
ed man that need quelques choſes, or Sauces toi * 
make this daily bread deſirable. And if this bi 
be our Temper, it is a ſign of a diſeaſed Soul, ' 
and an effect of our ſurfeiting on holy things. © 


Io this we reſemble thoſe Myrmurers ( my 
| xi. 6-) 


frequenting the Common Prayer. 2 1 
x6.) who deſpiſed rhe Zread of Heaven be- 
cauſe they had it dazly, and loathed Mana it 
ſelf, calling it in ſcorn dry Meat. This was fuf- 
ficient to ſuſtain their Bodies, and fatisfie their 
hunger, but they required | pj, txxviii, 18, 
Meat for their Soul *, that is, LXX. Bydwar mils 
to feed their Fancies and Wis wo. 
their L»/ts ; even as we do, for whom the 
Church hath provided Prayers ſufficient to ex- 
preſs our needs, but not to fatiate our wanton 
Fancies, nor gratifie the Luſt of our Curioſity ; 
and we complain they are inſipid ; fo perhaps 
they are to ſuch, for the Manna had no Taſte to 
the wicked; bur it ſuited it ſelf to the Appetite 


and Taſte of every good Man, as the Jews tell us 


1n their Traditions *. Sure I - wilk_16 % 
am, it 15 true here: For if we Fagius on Num. 15. 

be curious and proud, or 

carnal and profane, there is no guſt/.in the 
Common-Prayers ; but a truly pious Man can 
evety day here exerciſe Repentance and Faith, 
| Love and Deſire, and fo uſe them as to ob- 
tain freſh Hopes of Mercy, Peace of Conſci- 
ence, Increafe of Grace, and Expectations of 
Glory, and whoever finds not this, the fault is 
not in the Prayers, but in the indiſpolition of 
his own Heart. 


If all this will undeceive any, and take away 


their prejudice, fo that they may ſee clearly 
what they cannot but /ove, if they did behold ; 
OD B. 3 I ſhall 


— ; 
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22 A Diſcourſe concerning the daily 
I ſhall think my. pains well beſtowed ; If not 
it appears they are reſolved to believe as they 
do, and Iam rgſglyed alſo not to imitate them 
__,fo far as to abuſe my Adver- 

1 Won inceſſimus ad- faries! with {tr enuous rey1- 
—_ . Row ple lings ; becauſe it is more 
faciunt, rationum (5. ar- pleaſant | to me to give a true 
— horn and lovely Character of my 
Greg. Naz. + ,own Devotions than an odi- 
_ ous, though deferved one, 

of others. Onely It thoſe that delight in 
making obje&tions againſt Forms know, that 
we can eaſily recriminate, and charge Extem- 
_ pore Prayers with Novelty, Confufion, trreve- 
rence, Vain-glory, which can ſcarce be denied, 
and many . other 7zconveniencies, that will 
hardly be excuſed. But this were to perpe- 
tuate a Quarrel ; and had not been mentioned 
here, but to teach thoſe to be modeſt in their 
Cenſures = who are not free 

= Cum tua prevideas from” all Exce } 

eculis mala lippus inun- pt1ons ; nay, 
is, liable to infinitely more 


— omnle arm? than can be juſtly charged 
| Upon us. 

But having thus cleared the way to all in- 
different and diſintereſted Perſons, it is time to I þ 
ſpeak' briefly of the Deſign of the following M1 
Diſcourſe ; which is to make it evident that W, 
cur Excellent Prayers do deſerve all poſſible W& 


Love and Eſteem, and contain in them a rich 
Trea- 
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frequenting the Common Prayer. 23 
Treaſury of all that can make our Devotion 
) Wl lively and uſefull. And if we be aſliſted by 
N WW God's Spirit, and come deſirous to pray with 
- I Zealand Sincerity, here is (without calling in 
- I any aid but that of Zeaver) a curious Order, 
© Wl clear Merhod, fignificant Phraſes, and ſtrong 
© Wl Arguments to quicken our Aﬀections, and en- 


J args our Souls in holy and fervent Wiſhes, _ 


- WW Defires and Meditations, whica is the Prayer 
5 Wo the Inward Man, the Lite and Sou! of this 
l Wy Duty. All which we 'teach men to doe by 
i Wl giving a natural and facile Analy/is of rhe Me- 
” IJ thod, and by making plain and practical 04- 
" MW /ervations on the Parts, together with a literal 
"; I Zaraphraſe of the Whole: By which none can 
I imagine I ſhould give a borrowed luſtre to the 
WM Prayers, which they had not of their own : 
d WF For I onely prove they had-it before, and I find 
'r i all in them, that I obſerve from them ; which 
* I | hope will be fo plain, that all Men will fee 
/ fl the Inference, and be able in their own Devo- 
'C Wl tions to find out much more. Now 1n this 
0d Jo I ſhall hope to ſerve three ſorts of Per- 
ONS. 


af 1. The /znorant, who may be inſtructed 
0 WF hereby to pray with underſtanding. Not that 
's I ve ſuppoſe theſe Offices fo obſcure as to need 
i Fa Comment (for nothing can be more plainly 
le expreſſed, nor is it poſſible to invent words 
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more univerſally underſtood) but many that 
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24 4. Pifromſe concerning the daily 
underſtand. the Senſe of the Words, have not 
Art enough to diſcern the Order, Method and 
hee of the Prayers, nor $kill. to find out 


the. draxments that preſs every Requelt ; or 
places of Scripture which furniſh theſe 
Devotions with ſignificant Phraſes, nor Judg- 
ment to deſcribe what diſpoſition of Soul doth 
ſuit the ſeveral parts of them. And if we con- 
ſider, that" the greateſt number are ſuch, we 
ſhall think it ſeaſonable to help them with a. 
plain and eaſie Explication. Beſides there are 
many, (in other things) knowing Perſons, 
who, rather for want of Conſideration than 
' Judgment; never took notice of the natural 
dependences of theſe Prayers, nor the true and 
tull import of the Expreſiions, nor of the Gra- 
ces.to be exerciſed in the feveral Parts, becauſe 
they. onely attended the words, but. rook no i 
care, to expatiate into holy Meditations. And ji + 
it the former need a Maſter, 'theſe want a MMe- i 
| xitor, left they offend ina i | 
” Nom, rib; deputarer worle kind » : For Negl- WW | 
alles: wot _ neg gence is worſe than {imple ( 
g7s querere quod <4 Ignorance. ' But I hopes, Wt 
k 
f 


5 arir. 1.3 though all that is here be 
obvious, yet ſomething will 

be found which either was not known or not | t 

obſerved before, and thoſe things alſo ſuch, as iſ 0 

may.. elevate the. Afﬀedtions, and make the WW © 


Pronery more pleaſing and more profitable. t 
| z. If W- 


frequenting the Common Prayer. 2+ 
..2. The Devout Servants of God, and Obedi- 
ent: Sons of the Church, whole care it is to pray 
daily in the-Publick, and whoſe Deſire and En- 
deayour 1t 1s to doe it well, Might I be a Ne- 
thinim to hew Wood and prepare Fuel for the 
Altars of their Hearts, I ſhould rejoice; and 


ithath been my Care to ſuggeſt not always 
the moſt Critical, but the moſt Practical 


Senſe, which moſt directly tended to help 


Devotion, for theſe Mens fake ; who no doubt 
have in their own hearts made many of theſe 
Obſervations before, and- I hope they will 
like them no worſe, tor I ſhall like them 


better, in hopes the ſame Spirit direted me 
| and them. But I hope that what I have 


done will ( beſides its preſent aſſiſtence ) 
ſuggeſt a way to all devout Souls for ma- 
king pathetical and pious Enlargements, more 
and. better than are to be found here; that 
ſo' our daily Offices may be full of Lite and 


C Pleaſure ; and every day court us with new 


Delights. And I muſt affirm, I have rather 
opened the top than ſearched 'the bottom of 
this rich Mine. But ſure I am we had need 
to quicken our Devotion all we can, not onely 
for -our own good, but that our flames might 
thaw the hearts and lighten the eyes of the reſt 


C of the Congregation ; which ſcarce ever mind 


ether Words or Senſe, but are either ſleepy or 
ir, to the diſhonour of God, the — 
5 


Or Ly + 


26 A Diſcourſe concerning the daily 
 ®. Pauci mecum ſunt of the Minifter * and the 
= Heiſt, Body to ruine of their 9w# Souls, 
did ſe convertentes & ob- How happy ſhould we be, 
ſervantes , quando Pſal- if by my Endeavours and 
morum cantor verſus fint- 
et ; quando ab Eccleſia, YOUr Examples, we awaken 
a. ps - gc ſuch into a Senfe of their 
er. Baſil. Cone, 3. & Duty ; that theſe excellent 
. rv.  ' Prayers might every where 
be ſaid with an excellent Spirit, for the bene- 
fit of particulars, and the good of the whol: 
Church > - 
3- The miſtaken Difſenters : Who hereby 
* may be convinced (and per- 


P Factlius winci poſ- haps perſuaded P) that we ME 
ſunt quam perſuaderi. . ..', Wl 
> can pray by this Form with 

: as much Zeal and more * 
Knowledge, with as much Spirit and more : 


Truth, than by any other kind of Prayer. 
And then it mult appear, that this Yererable þ 
Liturgy hath been falſly repreſented by ſuch, 
who would not have it ſeen truly , leſt ic 7 

- @ Credunt de nobis que {911d be loved really 1. But = 
non _probantur, nolunt in» 1f they are ſo much their 
quiri ne probentur, non g14707 Maſters, as that they ſc 


a.” pi zncipiunt ho- dare to reade the Pr ayers ſe- i 

mines odiſſe quam noſe, rjouſly, and view this little £='! 
* ns aur domnari mn Book with as much Charity bl 
point. Cypr. de Tl. as it was Written with, 1 I" 

"I ſhall hope either for their n 


Company at Prayers, or at leaſt to eſcape their 
T -* Cenſures 
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Cenſures tor going thither. For unleſs they be 
fooliſhly obſtinate they muſt either love them, 
or cannot hate them. If they would love them, 


and pray with us, we ſhall be friends ; and if 


onely the ſecond be obtained, we ſhall be quzer, 


and even that is deſirable. 


T hat theſe are the 


defigns which began and encouraged this Un» 
dertaking, the Authours own Conſcience doth 
teſtiie ; and he hopes even thoſe who approve 
not- the Means, muſt confeſs the End of this 


Work is good. And if it be ſucceſsful in any of 


theſe kinds, he will not repent his pains. If in 
none, he is not the firſt that hath tailed of ac- 
compliſhing good intentions. However he will 


S have ſatisfaction in the Peace 


of a good Conſcience ® and 
may ſay with that noble 
Roman f, If the Succeſs an- 
ſwers his Sincerity, it muſt 
be a cauſe of univerſal Foy ; 
if not, he can rejoice in his 
cordial Intentions to doe good. 


E 2 Cor. fs I 6b 


Sr: ſequuta fuertt 
que debait fortuna, nos 
omnes gaudebimus ; fin 
minus, ego tamen gaude- 
bo. Brutus ap. Cicero- 
nem. 


for the Cenſures. of turious Zealots, or the 
ſcoffing of profane /ſhmaels, he doth not value 
them, being onely unwilling to offend Autho- 
rity, or true Piety. Wherefore he doth hum- 


bly ſubmit theſe pages to the Judicious Correc- 
flon of the Reverend Fathers of the Church, de- 


iring nothing may be ſaid which diſſents from 


tie Doftrine and Diſcipline now eſtabliſhed ; 


for 


28 4-Difgourſe concerning the daily 
far-if is do, it is without the Authour's Knoy. 
ledge, and againſt his Judgment. And now 
tis rime to conclude this Preface. with a two. 
fold Requeſt. 

Firſt, To my Brethren of the Clergy, that 
they will read theſe Prayers ſo frequently, that 
ſuch as have leiſure may never want opporty- 
Aity thus to ſerve God ; and fo fervently, that 
thoſe who do attend them, may be bronght 
Into an high eſteem of them. It was a preat 
end of God's inſtituting the Prieſt's Office, and 
'a principal Motive to our pious Anceſtours in 
| © Cannes R-Edgar f their liberal Proviſions for 
& XLV. ad Spelthan, 1t*5 That there might be an 
Concil. An. Chr. 967. Order of Men on purpoſe, 
© ally Jepns. to Pray daily for all Man- 
kind, eſpecially for juch as could not daily at- 
tend Divine Service : So that if we neglect this 
eaily Sacrifice, we neither anſwer the Deſign 
af.God, nor of our Benefa&tours : And as we 
#re not excuſed by, ſo we ought not to be dil 
couraged at the Peoples ſlowneſs in coming 
$0 daily Prayers, for their Preſence 1s indeed 
a Comfort to us, and an advantage to them: 
£lves, but their Abſence doth not hinder the 
Succeſs, nor ſhould it obſtruct the Performance 
of our Prayers. The Promiſe of Jeſus is made 
to two.or three ; and ſince our Petitions arc 
. direted to God, we need not regard who 1 
abfetit, fo long as he is preſent, to _ " 
- Ee beaes, | oak 
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ſpeak : For he accepts our Requeſts, not b 

amber, but the Slecorith of thoſe a 
make them : Let our Congregation therefore 
be great or ſmall, it is our duty to reade theſe 
Prayers daily : And every day to doe it with 
ſuch Pervency and Reverence, as may declare 
that our Aﬀieions keep pace with our Words, 
while we are preſenting ſo excellent Requeſts 
to ſo infinite a Majeſty, upon ſo'weighty Oc- 
cafions : And alſo' we muſt recite them with 
fuch Gravity and Deliberation, as may afford 
ſufficient time both for our ſelves and our 
People to conſider every Petition, and preſs it 
with devout Aﬀections, and a holy Impor- 


[tunity, which is the Zzfe of 


Prayer *: and if any uſe theſe , * £#m oratis Den, 
hoc werſetur in corde, 


comprehenſive Forms with- quod profertur in res 
out ſuch pious enlargements, . Avgult. | 

it is not for want of matter Pr ng 
in the Offices (as I have de- 7r Cantic. Ser. 13. 
monſtrated) but for want 

of Devotion and Zeal in their own Hearts. 
Tis onely ſuch as have no true ſenſe of Piety 


who fay the Ziturgy without Aﬀection ; and I 


am very confident the rude and haſty repeating 


thereof hath contributed more to the making 
Common-Prayer odious and contemptible, than 


tie Arguments or the Aſperfions of its moſt: 


Malitious Enemies ; whereas if we our ſelves 
ould ſhew that we are fincerely affefted and 
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30 4 Diſcourſe concerning the daily 


_ concerned while we pray by it, we may expe 


. It will be acceptable to God, and of high eſteem 


among all People ; ſo that I wiſh it may not be 
faid of any of us, as once of #/7's Sons, Their 
fin was very great, for they made men abhor the 
offer ing off the Lord, 1 Sam. xi. 17. 
_ Secondly, I ſhall make it my earneſt Re- 
queſt to all the People of this Church, not to 
judge of theſe Prayers by the OharaCter that 
Ipnorance and Atheiſm, Prejudice "and evil Iy. 
ftereſts faſten on them ; bur to conſider them 
very well, and then they will find the Lztargy 
to be plainer and more methodical in it lt, 
more comprehenſive and more ſutable to a 
publick Congregation, than the beſt Exten- 
pore Efluſion, which: makes more noiſe and 
ſhew, but is emptier, and of far leſs weight 
in the eſteem of God and all Judzicious Men 
Eet none therefore think it a needleſs and un- 
profitable waſte of time to go to the Houſe of 
God onely to hear Common-Prayer ; for Prayer 
is the proper Daty-of that place, which is cal- 
led the Houſe of Prayer ; and it is a Duty that 
is of all-others the higheſt and hardeſt, and yet 
the moſt profitable, if it be devoutly and well 
performed. So: that * I cannot but pity and 
lament-the S:up:dity of thoſe, who either ſleep 
or fit by -heedleſs and unconcerned, while fo 
great and ſo advantageous a Scene of Duty 
lies before them; And I muſt (for _— fi 
| akes 


 frequenting the Common Prayer. 31x 


fakes) beſeech all that are preſent at-theſe Ne- 
votions; Firſt, to compoſe their Bodies into 
thoſe moſt reverent Poſtures which the Church 
hath ſuited to every part of Duty, Xeeling at 
the Confeſſion, Abſolution and Prayers ; Standing 
at the Gloria Patri, Hymns and Creeds, and 
Bowing at the Holy Name of Feſus ; for a gene- 
ral uniformity in theſe things doth declare, that 
there 1s in us a due ſenſe of the Divine Preſence, 
a great Obedience to our Governours,, and a 
ſweet Harmony between our Bodies and Souls 
inthe Worſhip we pay to the Creatour of both. 
Secondly, To make their Reſponſes with a loud 
and audible voice. The Rowaniſt cannot bear 
apart in his adored Maſs, becaule it is 1n an ux- 
known Tongue ; the Separatiſt is excluded from 
all ſhare in this Duty by the zove/ Device of 
one Zedzous Form without variety or intermif> 
fion ; but the Church of England not onely al- 

lows this primitive Privilege to her Sons, but 
commands it ; and ſurely none will forbear to 
anſwer out of Lazineſs, that conſider the Ho- 
nour-and Benefit thereof ; nor ought any to 
be filent out of modeſty'or ſhame, it being no 
ſhame that men 'ſhould hear us Pray 1n zhe 
Houſe of Prayer, for we came on purpoſe to 
Pray, and the onely ſhame is, to be mute and 
| filent. 7hirdly, Let me intreat them to Pon- 
dr the Divine-All-ſufficiency, and their own 
preat Neceſlities, before they begun ; = to 
| cep 
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32 A Diſcourſe concerning the daily 
keep their Heart cloſe to every Petition as 
they go along, and they will find them all & 
fir to be-asked, and fo likely to be obtained, 
fo agreeable to their own wants, and to the 
neceſſities of all Mankind ; that it will be plex. 
fant to ask them, and delightfull to expett a 
gratious anſwer to them. And if they daily 
come, and conſtantly uſe the Common-Prayer 
an thjs raanner, they will neither be tired with 
the Length, nor wearied with the frequent Re- 
petition rhereof ; for it will appear to be the 
| moſt noble and comfortable exerciſe that Re- 
ligion doth afford ; it will increaſe their Gra 
ccs, multiply their bleſſings, and fit them for 
the never-ceafing Service of the Heavenly Chiir, 
May the God of Peace therefore reconcile us t1 
theſe Prayers, and to one another, giving ui 
pious and zealous Prieſts, devout and well-diſys 
ſed People, that we may have full Churchc 
frequent Prayers, and fervent Charity ; ha 
which nothing will more conduce to the publict 
Happineſs of this Nation, and the Satvation if 
all our Sopts ; the Good Lord grant it therefart, 
for Feſes ſake. Amen. 
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